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In the Early Evening | July 25, 2021 | St. John’s Episcopal Church – Old Town Saginaw, MI 
 
This devotion may be used before or after the evening meal. 
 
O gracious Light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!  
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, 
we sing your praises O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, O Son of God, O Giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.  
 
A Reading  
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd 
kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the 
mountain and sat down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was 
near. When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where 
are we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he 
was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of 
them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a 
boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus 
said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat 
down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they 
were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be 
lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who 
had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began 
to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.” When Jesus realized that they 
were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain 
by himself. When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. The sea 
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four 
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he 
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and 
immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.      John 6:1-21  
 
Reflection 
 
The Apostles' Creed 
Officiant and People together, all standing 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
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      and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
      and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others  
In the St. John’s family, we pray for Virginia, Emma, Ferris, William, Karen, Gloria, Bill, Al & 
Jane, Sharon, Ted, Ida, and all our ministries: the Vestry, the altar guild, buildings and grounds, 
our children’s, youth, and family, the choir, the Shared Ministry Development Team, the finance 
team, for Al, Amy, Kevin, Rev. Pam, and Fr. Curt.  

We pray for those celebrating birthdays this week, especially Judy Millar and Jacquie Forrest.  

We pray for those celebrating wedding anniversaries this week.  

In the Anglican Communion we pray for Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our 
Presiding Bishop, the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Eastern Michigan, and Skip our 
Assisting Bishop.  

In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we remember today the Scottish Episcopal Church.   

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for Christ Church, Owosso – Paul Brunell, Priest. We 
pray also for St. Johns-by-the-Lake, Onekema – Edward Emenheiser, Priest-in-Charge.   

Locally we pray for our fellow Episcopalians at St. Matthew’s and St. Paul’s, as well as our partners 
with Interfaith Saginaw.   

 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 
The Collects 
O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: 
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so pass 
through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, stay with us, for evening is at hand and the day is past; be our companion in the way, 
kindle our hearts, and awaken hope, that we may know you as you are revealed in Scripture and 
the breaking of bread. Grant this for the sake of your love. Amen.  


