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Worship Plan for Wednesday, May 5, 2021 
The Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 

Commemorating the Martyrs of the Reformation Era 
 

 

The Word of God 
 
Entrance Rite 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
  
COLLECT FOR PURITY 
The Celebrant may say 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
The following is said, all standing 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  
Almighty and Most Merciful God, give to your church that peace which the world cannot give, 
and grant that those who have been divided on earth may be reconciled in heaven, and share 
together in the vision of your glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: 2 Corinthians 4:7–12 
The people sit. 
A Reading from Paul's Second letter to the Church in Corinth. 
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7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be 
made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are always being given up to death for Jesus' 
sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 12So death is at work in us, 
but life in you. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 
 
PSALM 51:10-17 
Remain seated. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
 and put a new and right spirit within me. 
 11Do not cast me away from your presence, 
 and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
 and sustain in me a willing spirit. 
 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 
 and sinners will return to you. 
 14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, 
 O God of my salvation, 
 and my tongue will sing aloud of your deliverance. 
 15O LORD, open my lips, 
 and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 16For you have no delight in sacrifice; 
 if I were to give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 
 17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
 a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 7:1-6 
All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
  
1(Jesus says) Do not judge, so that you may not be judged. 2For with the judgment you make you 
will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get. 3Why do you see the speck 
in your neighbor's eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 4Or how can you say to your 
neighbor, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' while the log is in your own eye? 5You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck 
out of your neighbor's eye. 
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6"Do not give what is holy to dogs; and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will 
trample them under foot and turn and maul you. 
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
  
Martyrs of the Reformation Era, from Lesser Feasts and Fasts 
The Roman Catholic Church commemorates the Forty Martyrs of England and Wales on May 4: 
men and women who were executed for treason between 1535 and 1679 for their allegiance to 
the Catholic Church. In recent years, the Church of England has shared this commemoration, 
broadening it to all of the English saints and martyrs of the Reformation era. This 
commemoration remembers not only Anglican martyrs like Thomas Cranmer, Hugh Latimer, 
and Nicholas Ridley, who died for their adherence to the Church of England, but those Catholics 
who were killed by Anglicans—along with all other Christians who were persecuted by their 
fellow Christians for their beliefs, most notably the Anabaptists and the Quakers. Ecumenical 
dialogues around the five hundredth anniversary of the Reformation have led many Christians to 
soul-searching questions about the role that our churches played in the persecution of other 
Christians for their beliefs. Without minimizing the seriousness of the theological disagreements 
or the inextricable links between religion and politics in that time, this commemoration asks us to 
recognize that within the heritage of our own tradition there were both victims and persecutors, 
and that there was a deeply Christian courage and holiness present in the martyrs from various 
confessions who were willing to die for their faith. It is a sobering reminder of just how swiftly 
Christians have often turned from being persecuted and oppressed to being the persecutors and 
the oppressors of others. By our baptisms we are incorporated into God’s one church, and thus 
we are the heirs of both the martyrs and their executioners. It is this double heritage that must 
spur our efforts to heal our divisions and to work and pray for a future when Christ’s prayer that 
his followers might be truly one as he and the Father are one (John 17:21) will be fulfilled.  
 
 
THE NICENE CREED  
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
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by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM III 
All remain standing. 
Father, we pray for your holy catholic Church; 
That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; 
That your Name may be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; 
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; 
That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; 
That our works may find favor in your sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; 
That they may be delivered from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest; 
Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; 
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 
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Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 
 
In the St. John’s family, we pray for Emma, Ferris, William, Karen, Gloria, Susan, Bill, Mary 
Kay, Mike, Al & Jane, Sharon, David & Nanette, Ted, Ida, and all of our ministries: the Vestry, 
the altar guild, the buildings and grounds ministry, our children’s, youth, and family ministries, 
the choir, the Shared Ministry Development Team, the finance ministry, for Al, Amy, Kevin, 
Rev. Pam, and Fr. Curt.  
 
In the Anglican Communion we pray for Justin the Archbishop of Canterbury, Michael our 
Presiding Bishop, the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Eastern Michigan, Skip our 
Assisting Bishop, and Whayne our Bishop Provisional.  
 
In the Anglican Cycle of Prayer we remember today the Diocese of Buhiga – The Anglican 
Church of Burundi.   

 
In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer we pray for St. Andrew’s, Flint – Jay Gantz, Rector.  

 
From the Diocese of Western Michigan we pray for Holy Trinity, Manistee – Christian Baron 
and Jodi Baron, Co-Rectors 
 
Locally we pray for our fellow Episcopalians at St. Matthew’s and St. Paul, as well as our 
individual and collective efforts to end food insecurity in Saginaw. 

 
We also pray for our partners in Interfaith Saginaw.   

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Almighty God, by your Holy Spirit you have made us one with your saints in heaven and on 
earth: Grant that in our earthly pilgrimage we may always be supported by this fellowship of 
love and prayer, and know ourselves to be surrounded by their witness to your power and mercy. 
We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whom all our intercessions are acceptable through the 
Spirit, and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN 
 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 
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Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  
Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
The Celebrant says 

Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
SURSUM CORDA  
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
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Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
 
PROPER PREFACE 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For by water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a new people in Jesus Christ our Lord, to 
show forth your glory in all the world. 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS 
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
The People stand or kneel. 

The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
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Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
EPICLESIS  
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM  
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
 
INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
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PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
 
With those worshiping online, we now pray: 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present 
in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray you to 
come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and 
my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I 
come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
The Priest blesses the people, saying 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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