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Worship Plan for Wednesday, February 24, 2021 
St. Matthias 

Saint Matthias the Apostle 
The Holy Eucharist Rite Two 

Penitential Order, Eucharistic Prayer A, with Inclusive Options (BCP) 
Wednesday, February 24, 2021 

 

The Word of God 
 
Penitential Order 
 
OPENING ACCLAMATION 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.  
People His mercy endures forever.  
  
 
DECALOGUE  
The Decalogue is said, the People kneeling. 
Hear the commandments of God to his people: 
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. 
 
You shall have no other gods but me. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not make for yourself any idol. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not invoke with malice the Name of the Lord your God. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Remember the Sabbath Day and keep it holy. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
Honor your father and your mother. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit murder. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 



 2 

You shall not steal. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not be a false witness. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
You shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
Amen. Lord have mercy. 
 
CONFESSION OF SIN  
The Celebrant says 
Jesus said, “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is the only Lord. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all 
your strength. The second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” Mark 12:29-31 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE 
The following is said, all standing 
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
  
Almighty God, who in the place of Judas chose your faithful servant Matthias to be numbered 
among the Twelve: Grant that your Church, being delivered from false apostles, may always be 
guided and governed by faithful and true pastors; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 
FIRST READING: Acts 1:15-26 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about one 
hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy 
Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those who arrested 
Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this ministry.” 18(Now this 
man acquired a field with the reward of his wickedness; and falling headlong, he burst open in 
the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19This became known to all the residents of Jerusalem, 
so that the field was called in their language Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is 
written in the book of Psalms,  
 ‘Let his homestead become desolate, 
  and let there be no one to live in it’; 
and  
 ‘Let another take his position of overseer.’ 
21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and 
out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken up from 
us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.” 23So they proposed two, 
Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and 
said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to 
take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own 
place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven 
apostles. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  

Silence may follow. 
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PSALM: Psalm 15 
Remain seated. 
 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? * 
  who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, * 
  who speaks the truth from his heart. 
 3There is no guile upon his tongue; 
 he does no evil to his friend; * 
  he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
 4In his sight the wicked is rejected, * 
  but he honors those who fear the LORD. 
 5He has sworn to do no wrong * 
  and does not take back his word. 
 6He does not give his money in hope of gain, * 
  nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
 7Whoever does these things * 
  shall never be overthrown. 
 
SECOND READING: Philippians 3:13b-21 
The people sit. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 
13bForgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the 
goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus. 15Let those of us then who are 
mature be of the same mind; and if you think differently about anything, this too God will reveal 
to you. 16Only let us hold fast to what we have attained. 
  17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 
example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you 
of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and 
their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But our citizenship is in 
heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21He will 
transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, by the 
power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. 
  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
  
Silence may follow. 
 
GOSPEL: John 15:1, 6-16 
All stand. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
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[Jesus said,] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 6Whoever does not abide in 
me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, 
and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 
will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and 
abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. 
  12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know 
what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 
you ask him in my name.” 
  

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

FEBRUARY 24: SAINT MATTHIAS THE APOSTLE  
In the nine days of waiting between Jesus’ Ascension and the Day of Pentecost, the disciples 
remained together in prayer. During this time, Peter reminded them that the defection and death 
of Judas had left the fellowship of the Twelve with a vacancy. The Acts of the Apostles records 
Peter’s proposal that “one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was 
taken up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection” (Acts 
1:21–22). Two men were nominated, Joseph called Barsabbas who was surnamed Justus, and 
Matthias. After prayer, the disciples cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, who was then enrolled 
with the eleven.  
Scripture does not relate anything further about Matthias, but gives him as an example to 
Christians of one whose faithful companionship with Jesus qualifies him to be a suitable witness 
to the resurrection, and whose service is unheralded and unsung.  
There are, however, several early Christian accounts of his mission and ministry, such as the 
second century text The Acts of Andrew and Matthias in Cannibal City. According to this 
account, immediately after the selection of Matthias, the apostles cast lots to determine which of 
them would take responsibility for which part of the world, and the unlucky Matthias was 
dispatched to a city of cannibals! Although an unabashedly fictionalized account, it is 
nevertheless an inspiring tale that shows Matthias being dealt the worst possible lot, and yet 
nevertheless responding to his call with equanimity, competence, and grace, which are the same 
qualities we see reflected in the canonical account that is given by Scripture. 
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THE NICENE CREED 
All stand. 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE: FORM I 
All remain standing. 

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Lord, have mercy.” 
For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For our Standing Committee, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
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For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the cities and townships in which we live, for every city and community, and for those who 
live in them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the good earth which God has given us, and for the wisdom and will to conserve it, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the St. John’s family, we pray also for Sandy, Dan, Michelle, Mary Kay, Bill, Art, Jim, Al, 
Lyndall, Brenda, Charlie, Ferris, William, Linda, Kimberly, Sarah, Bob, Theresa, Barbara, Judy, 
Brian, Al & Jane, Sharon, David & Nanette, Rod, Dave, Karen, Ted, Ida, the Standing 
Committee of the Diocese of Eastern Michigan, the Vestries of St. John’s and St. Matthew’s. 

 
For all these persons, and those whom we hold in our hearts, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and captives, 
and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and degradation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without suffering and without reproach, let us pray 
to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
In the communion of John, Matthew, and of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life, to Christ our God. 
To thee, O Lord our God. 
 
Silence 
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The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan: Come quickly to 
help us who are assaulted by many temptations; and, as you know the weaknesses of each of us, 
let each one find you mighty to save; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
  

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE  
The Celebrant says 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
Ephesians 5:2 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
SURSUM CORDA  
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  
 
PROPER PREFACE  
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
SANCTUS  
Celebrant and People 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
The People stand or kneel. 
The Celebrant continues 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had 
fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your 
only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to 
you, the God and Father of all. 
He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect 
sacrifice for the whole world. 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Celebrant and People 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 
 
EPICLESIS  
The Celebrant continues 
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 
receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day 
bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
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All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
People and Celebrant 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
 
FRACTION ANTHEM  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: 

grant us peace. 
 
INVITATION  
The Celebrant says 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  
With those worshiping online, we now pray: 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where your 
blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, I long to offer praise and thanksgiving, for 
creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and 
resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. I believe that you are truly present 
in the Holy Sacrament, and, since I cannot at this time receive Communion, I pray you to 
come into my heart. I unite myself with you and embrace you with all my heart, my soul, and 
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my mind. Let nothing separate me from you; let me serve you in this life until, by your grace, I 
come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 
 
POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  
After Communion, the Celebrant says 
Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
The Priest blesses the people, saying 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain 
with you for ever. Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL  
  Let us bless the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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