
The Messenger

As we journey toward Holy Week and our  celebration of Easter, we have the oppor tuni ty to 
prepare our  hear ts together  to r eceive God. I  think that this togetherness is the most impor tant 
par t of Lent. When we come together, whether  in per son or  for  one of our  Lenten events 
online, something tr uly miraculous happens. We discover  that each one of us is an integral 
par t of the greater  whole of God's Church. 

There is a power  and grace that inevi tably comes whenever  
we col laborate w ith other s in our  church family. This year  at 
St. John's, we are exci ted to be expanding our  Lenten activi ties 
to include those who are connected to our  church online. Just 
a simple act l ike r ef lecting on our  dai ly Facebook meditations 
or  posting our  thoughts on the bishop's onl ine Bible Study can 
help us connect and get to know  one another. And more than 
that, our  attempts to connect and share our  l ives w ith other s 
help us grow  into the image of Chr ist--who l ived for  other s. 
May this Lent f ind you connecting w ith God and those around 
you more and more each day. 

Chr ist's Peace,
Fr. Daniel+ 
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"I f you are 
fr iendly, 
genuine, and 
tr ue to yourself 
than guests can 
feel fr ee to be 
fir endly, 
genuine, and 
tr ue to 
themselves..."

Recently, St. John's team of ushers and greeters gained 
a new recruit.  This is really terrif ic. Really!  I love that 
people are f inding ways to bless others and 
themselves through worship and service in the St. 
John's community.

It didn't take long for us to connect over availability 
and pair our new usher with a few good veterans.  

That's the easy part.  But I came to a crossroads when it came time to pass along the handbook.  Yes, you 
read that correctly.  A few years ago off ice staff  and a few of our more experienced volunteers sat down 
and spelled out in f ine detail all of the tasks involved in ushering.  If  you really want to know, you cav have 
a look in The Greeters and Ushers Guide to Absolutely Everything about Everything.  Again, it 's great that all 
of these things are spelled out clearly, but how overwhelming for someone new on the scene!  As I read, I 
came by a set of instructions that included, "hang the 'service in progress' sign on the main doors."

This is a helpful sign.  We're an urban church and this sign ensures that late comers will be directed to the 
worship space in a way that reduces the possibil ity of problems in areas of our building that are 
unoccupied.  But just l ike a giant manual can be a roadblock for 
enthusiasm of a new volunteer, our "service in progress" sign 
adds an obstacle to those seeking to worship.  This is when it 
struck me.  

Isn't the work of the church always a "service in progress?"

We attend worship and our formation is in progress.  We 
volunteer and our formation is in progress.  We share our faith 
and our formation is in progress.  As smooth or as clumsy as we 
might be, when we make an effort our relationships with God 
and each other grow.  Our service is in progress.  We're never 
really f inished f iguring things out and it 's nice to know we're not 
doing this alone.

There may come a time when we rethink our door sign.  But there is 
also a part of the manual that I hope never changes.  It falls under the 
"hospitality" section.  Yes, we have a section on hospitality.  I hope it 
encourages you, as it did me, and hopefully our new usher as your 
service is in progress.

"Find a way of being welcoming that matches your style. And be aware of 
the body language other people are using. Some of us like to talk. Others 
prefer a friendly smile and a simple 'Hello.' If you are friendly, genuine 
and true to yourself then guests can feel free to be friendly, genuine and 
true to themselves. ... It?s impossible to predict every situation, but if 
you keep your eyes open and put yourself in someone else?s shoes, with 

God?s help you have no option but to succeeded."

Amy Simons

SERVICE
IN PROGRESS...
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam 
voluptua. At vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus est Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet.Lorem 
ipsum dolor sit amet, consetetur sadipscing elitr, sed diam nonumy eirmod tempor invidunt ut labore et dolore magna aliquyam erat, sed diam voluptua. At 
vero eos et accusam et justo duo dolores et ea rebum. Stet clita kasd gubergren, no sea takimata sanctus est Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet.

MARCH   EVENTS
LIVE Facebook Chats

Each Thursday in Lent @ 7:00pm

Each Thursday in Lent at 7:00pm, Fr. Daniel 
w i l l  r e-post the most r ecent video from 
Bishop Ousley's bible study, "The Bibl ical 
Wi ld."  Here, we can watch and discuss i t 
together !  To join the conversation simply log 
onto your  Facebook account and visi t 
www.facebook.com/stjohnssaginaw.  Do 
you have fr iends who may have an insight or  
opinion?  Tag or  share the post w ith them!  

"Is the Flag Above the Cross?"
Fr iday, March 20 @ 7:00pm

Dr. Thomas Renna, member  of St. John's and 
professor  emer i tus of histor y from SVSU, w i l l  
be leading a discussion about Chr istians 
throughout Amer ican Histor y.  

Br ing a fr iend and an appetizer  to share!

Salmon Supper
Fr iday, March 27 @ 6:00pm

This is i t!  The fel lowship event you've been 
waiting to taste al l  year... the St. John's 
Salmon Supper !  

Delicious baked salmon, r ed-skin potatos, 
car rots, salad, desser ts and more make this 
the best f ish dinner  in tow n.  Tickets are on 
sale for  $10.00/adult,  $5.00/child  fol low ing 
Sunday ser vices or  by cal l ing the church 
off ice.  We are l imited by how  many we can 
seat so large par ties who would l ike to 
r eser ve a table please don't wait to cal l  the 

off ice.  

We'l l  also be in 
need of some 
volunteers to 
help pull  this 
amazing meal 
together.  
Sign-up in the 
community 
room! 
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Palm Sunday
March 29 @ 8:00am & 
10:30am
Palm Sunday commemorates the 
entrance of the Messiah into 
Jerusalem.  The service begins in 
the Community Room with the 
Blessing of the Palms and the 
reading of the Gospel?s account of 
how Jesus humbly rode on a 
donkey and His people honored 
Him by laying the palms under His 
feet.  Then the congregation 
processes together into the church 
for mass to begin.

Maundy Thursday
April 2 @ 7:00pm
Maundy Thursday begins the 
detailed story of Holy Week where 
we walk with Jesus on ?the night 
He was betrayed.? In this special 
service we share the gif t of Holy 
Communion and remember Jesus 
humbly washing the feet of his 
disciples. These deeply moving 
actions give us a real experience of 
how powerful servant ministry can 
be.  The service concludes with the 
stripping of the altar and all the 
decorative furnishings of the 

church as a symbolic 

representation of that f inal night.   

Good Friday
April 3 @ Noon
On Good Friday, the church mourns  
Christ?s death and marvels at His 
life for His obedience until death.  
The altar remains completely bare 
and it?s customary to empty the 
holy water from the font in 
preparation of the blessing of the 
water at the Easter Vigil.  It is a 
solemn reminder of exactly why 

Easter is such a joyful occasion. 

The Great Vigil of Easter
April 4 @ 8:00pm
The Great Vigil of Easter is the link 
between the grief of Good Friday 
and the joy of Easter Day. The 
service begins in darkness at 
sundown and slowly moves into 
the light of the resurrection. 
Through this powerful l iturgy, we 
recover the ancient practice of 
keeping the Easter feast. The Vigil 
is where all our Lenten preparation 
leads us.   The congregation gathers 
in darkness, with the new f ire, 
which represents the light of 

salvation and lights the Paschal 
candle.  The Paschal candle is used 
throughout the Easter season and 
at baptisms and funerals through 
the year.  We then process into the 
church to be among the f irst to sing 
our ?Alleluias? with organ and 
brass sounding salvation during 
this glorious feast and to welcome 
our newly baptized!  This service 
will use incense!  If  you f ind heavy 
fragrances a distraction to your 
worship, consider attending the 
Easter Day services which will not 

use incense. 

Easter Day
April 5 @ 8:00am & 10:30am

Easter Day, which immediately 
follows Holy Week, is the great 
feast day when the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ is celebrated!  Come 
and sing ?Christ, Our Lord is Risen 
Today? with organ and brass, renew 
your baptismal vows and celebrate 

our salvation with Christ! 

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
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The  Rev. Daniel  Cannon

Leadership & Cal endar
Thur sday's 

Mar ch  20

Mar ch  27
Salmon Supper  @ 6:00pm

"Is the Flag Above the Cross?" @ 
7:00pm

LIVE Facebook chats w / Fr. 
Daniel about "The Bibl ical 
Wi ld"

Barb I lkka, bhi lkka@gmail.com

Kathy TenWolde, katenwolde@gmail.com

Chr is Schaub, chr isls226@icloud.com

Lucas Curell, lcurel l@gmai l.com

Matt Gerhardt, matt_0706@yahoo.com

Jane Girdham , jgi r dham@svsu.edu

Melanie Hollman, melaniehollman@hotmai l.com

Duncan Redfield, r edsai lor7@yahoo.com

Ric Rober ts, r brober t@svsu.edu

VESTRY
The  Rev. Pam Renna

Kevin Simons

Amy Simons

Rector  & Pr iest
therevcannon@stjohns-saginaw.org

Assistant Pr iest & Pastoral Care
pam@stjohns-saginaw.org

Director  of Music & Organist
kevin@stjohns-saginaw.org

Church Administr ator
amy@stjohns-saginaw.org 

Looking Ahead...
Mar. 29 - Palm Sunday

Apr. 2 - Maundy Thursday

Apr. 3 - Good Fr iday

Apr. 4 - Holy Saturday & The 
   Great Vigi l  of Easter

Apr. 5 Easter  Day

Al  Gissendanner
Sexton
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Bir thdays 

Mar. 1 - Tara Gearhardt
Mar. 2 - Janet Finn
Mar. 2 - T.J. Luxton
Mar. 4 - Tyler  Spence
Mar. 7 - Evelyn Wil l iams
Mar. 7 - Payton Mi l ler
Mar. 8 - Janet Cosenza
Mar. 8 - Mar r  Renna
Mar. 9 - Kei th Bir dsall
Mar. 12 - Bi l l  Schar ffe
Mar. 12 - Jer r y Young
Mar. 12 - Liz Braun
Mar. 13 - Jim Magyar
Mar. 14 - Jim Shannon
Mar. 14 - Greyson Peter s
Mar. 16 - Sage Mor ley
Mar. 20 - Xavier  Magyar
Mar. 21 - Sarah Thamm

Mar. 22 - Bi l l  Vlassis
Mar. 22 - Cyndy Lange
Mar. 22 - Li l ly Oliver
Mar. 26 - Nancy Bovi l l
Mar. 28 - Matt Hoffman
Mar. 28 - Valer ie Har rel l
Mar. 29 - Hugues Coman

Anniver sar ies

Mar. 23 - Tom Lipper t & 
   Janet Botz
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Easter  Flower  & Music Fund

Donations to the St. John' s Easter  Flower  and Music Funds provide the f lower  ar r angmetns, 
decorations, and guest musicians that we enjoy dur ing the Easter  Season.  Gifts of $100 or  

more w i l l  be given special designation in the Easter  bul letins.

Deadline: Sunday, March 29

I  would l ike to contr ibute $ _______________________ to the St. John's Easter  Flower  Fund.

I would l ike to contr ibute $ _______________________ to the St. John's Music Fund.

Please make checks payable to St. John's Episcopal Church.  Indicate on 
the check "Easter  Flowers" or  "Music Fund." Please seal your  check and 

a copy of this form in an envelope and place it  in the offer ing plate or  
r eturn it  to the church office.

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

This contr ibution is given (check one):

- _____  In grateful thanksgiving for  (e.g. blessings r eceived, and anniver sar y, or  bir htday)...
- _____  In loving memor y of...

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________


